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THE FLOW  
The flow of the Funeral Service, with options for family participation, is as follows:

• Pre-Prayer Presentation 

• Welcome and Gathering

• Opening Prayer  

• Reading   

• Musical Selection 

• Words of Remembrance

• Scripture Reading, Reflection and Incense

• Communal Prayers of Remembrance  

• Individual Silent Prayer of Remembrance 

• The Lord’s Prayer 

• Closing Prayer 

• Going Forth

WORSHIP AID
The Pax Christi community will put together a worship aid for use at the funeral service.  The booklet will 
help those who attend to participate fully and be a remembrance to take home. We hold a place on the 
cover for a photo of the loved one, which should be brought to the funeral planning session.

Photo for Cover: Yes No

OPTIONAL PRE-PRAYER PRESENTATION MUSIC AND/OR VISUALS 
This may be an instrumental piece or a vocal.  Music may also accompany visuals of the loved one on 
the screens as people are gathering.  The presentation should be provided to the parish’s funeral planner 
the day before the funeral in order to get it mounted and tested. Pax Christi’s technology requires that 
recorded music and video meet specific requirements (see below). 

Optional Pre-Prayer Recorded Music: Yes No

Optional Visual Presentation:        Yes No

Requirements: Music or Video on a CD/DVD.  Photos in PowerPoint, set for continual loop, on CD/
DVD. Please note the chapel is not equipped to support video/photo presentations.
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WELCOME AND GATHERING AT 
THE BAPTISMAL FONT WITH PASCHAL CANDLE
It was in baptism and through water that your loved one was welcomed into the Christian Community of 
Faith.  Gathered with the family at the baptismal font, the presider will welcome everyone to the funeral 
service, and with a prayer, sprinkle the casket/urn with blessed water. 

The Paschal Candle, lit each Easter, is a symbol of the light of faith and the community’s belief in the 
resurrection of Jesus.  The presider will invite the family to accompany the casket/urn into the sanctuary, 
following the paschal candle, if there is a family member or friend willing to carry this heavy candle.  If 
not, it can be already placed in the sanctuary. 

Up to four family representatives could cover the casket with a white covering (pall) symbolizing the 
baptismal garment.

Family representative to carry in the paschal candle:  

Family representatives to place the white cloth on the casket (2–4):  

Family representative to carry the urn:    

Pallbearers:      

Note: If the funeral service is held in the chapel, the paschal candle/casket/urn will be stationed before 
the altar, with no procession.

OPENING PRAYER
After some introductory remarks, the presider will invite all to pray together the following prayer in the 
worship aid.  

We come together to remember, and give back to God the gift we knew as N…. .

We reach out to one another with stories and memories.  

We believe that all the ties of friendship and affection that knit us as one throughout  
our lives do not unravel in death. 

In our grief we turn to you, God, to hear our prayers, those we speak aloud and those we have 
within our hearts.  Amen.   
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READING
There may be a scriptural or non-scriptural reading that was a favorite of the loved one because it showed 
connection to the Divine.  After an introduction to this reading by the presider, a family representative 
might do the reading. Possible selections are at the end of this guide.  

Options: A: Scripture Reading:   

 B: Non-scriptural Reading:  

Family representative for the reading:    

MUSICAL SELECTION
After the reading, a song may be sung.  There is a list for reference at the end of this booklet.

Musical Selection:      

WORDS OF REMEMBRANCE
A family/friend representative(s) speaks to the assembled mourners about how the loved one’s life was 
a gift and inspiration to those who knew him/her.  These words of remembrance help the mourners 
remember the grace the loved one was to all.  We recommend these thoughts be written out and be 
no longer than 3-5 minutes.  If more than one person is speaking, we recommend they coordinate with 
one another to avoid repetition. A poem or reading that has a connection to the loved one may also be 
read at this time. 

Speaker:  

SCRIPTURE READING, REFLECTION, INCENSE
The Presider, after meeting with the family, will select an appropriate scriptural reading from the Gospels, 
and give a brief reflection on it to comfort those who mourn and reaffirm the community’s belief that 
upon death “life is changed, not ended.”   

At the end of the reflection, the presider will use fragrant incense to visually symbolize the prayers of 
the community being raised to God. Incense also recognizes the holiness of the body of the deceased, 
which was the Temple of the Holy Spirit.  While the incense is being prepared, the cantor will lead the 
community in Psalm 141: “Let my prayer rise like incense before you.”  
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Let my prayer rise up like incense before you,
The lifting up of my hands as an offering to you.

O God, I call to you, come to me now;
O hear my voice when I cry to you.

Keep watch within me God, 
Deep in my love keep burning bright. 

All praise to the God of all, Creator of Life,
All praise be to Christ and the Spirit of Love.

COMMUNAL PRAYERS OF REMEMBRANCE
The presider will introduce the prayers of remembrance, which can be read by a family representative(s) 

Our Response is:  Loving God, Hear Us

That God will receive our thanks for the life of  N… we pray:  (Loving God, hear us)

That  N…., N’s… (husband, wife, child(ren), special friend) may find strength to bear sorrows with 
the deep assurance that God heals the brokenhearted, we pray:  

That the family and friends of N .. ., those here today, and those with us in Spirit, may receive love 
and comfort in their grief, we pray: 

For N’s… caregivers, especially the staff at ______________ and all those who minister to the sick 
and the dying, that they may find strength for the healing work they do, we pray:

That the lonely, the sick and disabled, the forgotten, the poor or the less fortunate in our world, may 
find in us a source of help and consolation, we pray:

That God will bless us richly with the gifts we need to fully celebrate life and to recognize the new 
beginning that is offered to us each day, we pray:

Family representative(s) to read these prayers:  
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INDIVIDUAL SILENT PRAYER OF REMEMBRANCE
The presider will invite family and mourners to come forward and individually silently place a hand on the 
casket/urn and pray in their own way.  While this is happening the cantor will sing  “The Hand of God 
Shall Hold You.”

The hand of God shall hold you. The peace of God enfold you.
The love that dreamed and formed you still surrounds you here today.
The light of God beside you, above, beneath, inside you,
The light that shines to guide you home, to the loving hand of God.

1. May God’s light shine ever upon you, may your rest in the arms of God.
 May you dwell for evermore in communion with all the blessed.

2. May the angels lead you into paradise; may the martyrs (blessed) come to welcome you
 And take you to the holy city, the new and eternal Jerusalem.

Note:  At funeral services where there is no casket or urn, the  presider will invite all to stay in their seats 
in silence and pray/sing “The Hand of God”.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
The presider will invite all to say together the Lord’s Prayer. 

CLOSING PRAYER
The presider will ask all to say together the closing prayer printed in the Worship Aid:

Loving God, you are attentive to the voice of our pleading.  
Comfort us in our sadness; give us certainty in our doubt. 
Grant us the courage to live each day anew.  
May your peace, which is beyond all understanding,  
guide us in our love of you and one another. Amen.  
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GOING FORTH
A song or instrumental will accompany the casket/urn, which will be brought back to the baptismal font, 
and the people will move toward the hall where lunch will be served

Options: A: Song Selection    

 B: Instrumental    

Optional Song List suggestions for Pre-Prayer Presentation, Musical Selection, and/or Going Forth 

 1. Amazing Grace (612)
 2. Ave Maria (Schubert) 
 3. Be Not Afraid (608)
 4. Be With Me (Psalm 91)  (85)
 5. Bless the Lord My Soul (147)
 6. Blest Are They (659)
 7. Eye Has Not Seen (638)
 8. Happy are They  (77)
 9. Healer of Our Every Ill (882)
 10. Hosea: Come Back to Me (386)
 11. How Can I Keep from Singing (603)
 12. How Great Thou Art (494)
 13. I have Loved You (504)
 14. Life is Changed, Not Ended
 15. Make Me a Channel of Your Peace (786)
 16. Now We Remain (694)
 17. O God our Help in Ages Past (614)
 18. On Eagle’s Wings (611)
 19. Shepherd Me, O God (636)
 20. The Lord is Kind and Merciful (Haugen) (100)
 21. We will Rise Again (Haas) 
 22. You are Mine (649)



Music used by permission of: 
GIA under license #1466, New Dawn and OCP under license #2319554


